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YEE Climate Campaign

This publication was created by Youth and Environment Europe.
Youth and Environment Europe (YEE) is a network of 42 youth non-governmental
organisations coming from 26 European countries. YEE’s activities aim to promote
sustainable development, environmental protection and nature conservation. All our
activities are organised and carried out by and with the involvement of young people
under the age of 30.
www.yeenet.eu

INTRODUCTION
With these online guidelines we would like to invite you to create with us YEE Climate
Campaign. We all know that climate change is a crucial topic that needs attention of more
people. That is why YEE decided to organise a campaign to raise awareness on climate change
effects and motivate young people to take initiative.
Join us and organise an action in the frame of Climate Week - 14-27 September 2015.
To know more, contact us at: gosia@yeenet.eu
We created this brochure to inspire you with ideas what kind of activities you can organise in
your community to make people aware of climate change and connection with out daily life.
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PLANTING

TREES

It is the smallest thing but possibly the most useful gesture you can do
today - plant a tree or a tree seed.

Think about what trees to plant: it can be a pip from an apple, an acorn from an oak
or a winged nut from a maple - you can even go crazy and buy trees from your local
garden center if you want.
Make sure they are “native” trees to the place you live in.
Find the right place for planting trees and ask local authorities for permission.
Plant your trees. [guideline]
Spread the word, promote your action.
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DISCUSSIONS

ON CLIMATE CHANGE

You can organise a special event to encourage a discussion about climate
change.
The topic should be climate change, but you can also choose a more specific one, for
example:
1. Climate change in a specific region;
2. Climate change and health;
3. Economy and climate change, etc.
Find a venue that fits the topic and is related to the theme of environment, for example:
1. An urban garden;
2. A park, etc.
Find an expert in the field of climate change – a professor, researcher, etc.
Invite other organisations operating in the area of environment to participate in the
discussion, or to point out people that could be possible participants.
Make sure that after the expert’s presentation, there is some time dedicated to opening the
floor for a discussion.
Promote the event online: create Facebook event, share the news on your Facebook page,
ask other organisations and media platforms to share it, etc.
Optional: spread the information by printing posters and leaflets (from recycled paper)
and then distribute it to places like: a university or other educational institution,
organisation facility, local cafes, etc.
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CLIMATE CHANGE
MAP

An interactive workshop for children designed to make them aware about
the impact of climate change in a simple and practical manner. While using
children’s geography knowledge, children can also get more informed about
the issue of climate change. The topic is climate change and the effects it
has on the world.
Contact local kindergartens and ask them if they are interested in hosting the workshop.
Use kindergarten facilities as a venue.
In cooperation with the kindergarten, promote the workshop.
Target group: children aged 8-12.
Find free-to-use photos of certain locations around the world that depict the effect of
climate change.
Make a PowerPoint presentation with the photos (example).
Organise the presentation in the kindergarten.
Make the workshop interactive, by offering kids to select a photo; when a photo is selected
you show more photos and information about the geographical region.
Pay attention not only to the effects of climate change of the location, but also to the
challenges that the community is facing.
Organise a simple discussion about the world climate, with the help of kindergarten
personnel.
Optional: organise a recapitulation after the presentation by asking questions. Give some
simple presents of your choice, preferably eco-friendly ones, to the kids who answer
correctly.
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CLIMATE CHANGE
AND FOOD

Workshop that educates participants on how the world should feed itself
while facing climate change. The issues that should be discussed are how
the eating habits can change due to the change of the climate. Also, how
getting informed can cause a person to improve his/her lifestyle in terms of
eating. The workshop should ask questions regarding the participants’ views
on their awareness about the influence they have on the climate change,
regarding eating habits. The goal is to relate everyday activities with future
consequences. The workshop should point out that the two topics of climate
change and nutrition are related because they influence each other.
Find an expert – a nutritionist, doctor, researcher, etc.
The topic links two issues: nutritionism and climate change(inspired by this Slate article).
Find a venue that fits the topic and is related to the theme of environment, like for
example:
1. An urban garden;
2. A park, etc;
3. A healthy food restaurant.
Invite other organisations operating in the area of environment or in the area of healthy
lifestyle to participate in the discussion, or to point out people who would be possible
participants.
Make sure that after the expert’s presentation, there is a separate amount of time
dedicated to opening the floor for a discussion.
Promote the discussion event online: create Facebook event, share the event on your
Facebook page, ask other organisations and media platforms, healthy food restaurant to
share it also.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

AND THE HUMAN ACTIONS

This workshop will help participants to discover how their actions can affect
the climate and think over their future acts against the climate change.
You have to divide the participants into 5 groups. There should be at least one leader
who facilitates the workshop (that provides some insights with photos and articles on
climate change).
During the workshop, use the “World cafe dynamic” method: the participants are
discussing different topics in small groups meanwhile the facilitators or leaders are
serving them some biscuits, fruit or tea in order to create a cosy atmosphere.
You need to have 5 tables, 5 small groups, 5 different topics - water, food,
transportation, energy, waste - each topics belongs to one table.
Put a big flipchart on every table.
Divide the flipchart in two parts. One part is for our different negative human effects
regarding the above mentioned topics. The other part is for the vision of future acts.
Each group will reflect on the human impact on the climate and possible future acts
topic by topic by writing key words, small phrases on the flipcharts.
After 5-7 minutes ask the participants to change tables randomly, but one of them has
to stay and represent the topic of the table to the new participants.
Then open a discussion in plenary and compare with the other groups the vision, plans
and feelings.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

AND THE ECONOMY

The comparison with the model of "happy degrowth". Simulation activity
run by a leader or facilitator, where the participants can discover and
recognise the differences between the economic “welfare state” and the
"natural state" society.
Welfare state is a system whereby the state undertakes to protect the health and well-being of its
citizens, especially those in financial or social need, by means of grants, pensions, and other benefits.
Natural state society refers to having goods and services, guidelines and policies that inflict reduced,
minimal, or no harm upon ecosystems or the environment.
Divide the participants into 2 groups. One group will represent the “welfare state society” and the other
the "natural state society”.
The facilitator or leader will lead the comparison by giving the 2 groups a list with the steps or phases
of a regular day - like waking up, preparation of starting the day, eating breakfast, going to work or
school, having lunch, free time activities, shopping, having dinner, evening activities, etc.
Ask two groups to elaborate and write down how their represented societies handle these every day
life situations, what kind of habits they have.
Give the participants 30 minutes to discuss it.
First examine the effects on the planet of the “welfare state” societies one usual day step by step from
the morning until the night.
Then elaborate together how a nature friendly life looks like step by step.
Make conclusion about the similarities and differences of societies.
Summarise which non-environmental friendly habits can be easily changed in our daily life.
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CALCULATION

OF THE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

Creating individual statement documenting whether we live within our
environmental budget or if we consume natural resources faster than the
planet is able to renew them. You can make a calculation with participants,
then individual reflection and team work on how to reduce our carbon
footprint.
First ask the participants what they know about ecological footprint.
Then brainstorm together what ecological footprint really is by writing down keywords
on a flipchart.
Before the workshop, make a list with the elements of our daily life which has to be
used in ecological footprint counting, add some sentences with fake facts in the list and
ask the participants to find the fake ones.
Discuss the results with them.
Before the workshop create a small and simple ecological footprint counting test.
Do the test together with the participants.
Compare their results, show them the differences between the footprints of different
countries (developing and developed countries or countries in Europe).
The facilitator can give prize to the participant with the smallest ecological footprint.
Divide the participants in 5 small groups according to different topics (water, food,
transportation, waste, energy).
Ask them to elaborate how can they reduce their footprints according to their given
topics on a flipchart.
Discuss the solutions together.
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COMPETITIONS
Competitions help to engage people, to trigger creativity and exchange of
ideas.
Choose the topic of the competition and the target group.
Ideas for topics connected with the climate change:
- artworks showing the planet affected by climate change
- stories showing solutions for climate change
- short videos about climate change
- stories on what you as a person can do about climate change
- you can also give the freedom about the shape but ask a question, for example:
Climate change - is it your problem?
Promote the competition among your target group in creative ways: spread information by
posters, leaflets, social networks, etc.
Find the best way to share the entries for the competition - your website, local school,
museum, public space, park, social media, online platform, etc.
Offer a nice prize - it can be a trip to the local eco-center, some eco objects or products,
some educative materials, etc.
Announce results of the competition during a special event or online.
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EXHIBITIONS

Exhibition is a good way to pass some important information through visual
materials. Here are some ideas for exhibitions that you can organise in your
local community:
photos showing consequences of climate change;
drawings of children showing the planet affected by climate change;
photos or drawings showing how your surroundings are and can be affected;
before and after climate change;
photos with hard facts about climate change.
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FLASH MOBS
A flash mob is a large gathering in a public space at which people do unusual
actions. They are often organised through viral means such as email, text messaging,
word of mouth, and more recently, social media. They can bring attention to the
climate change problem in an unusual way.
In order to organise a successful flash mob, keep in mind the following aspects:
Research. See what related actions have been made before. Videos on streaming websites can be a great source of
inspiration.
Location. Find the right spot for your flash mob, where many relevant people will be able to see it. Keep in mind ethical
norms and citizen's rights (for example, don't block the traffic, unless this really is the purpose of your action). Also, be
sure you know the limits of your location and can deal with them, if needed.
Time. Find a time that is convenient for all the supporters of your action and in which the action can get the largest
audience.
Choice of action. The success of a flash mob event depends on the originality, energy, and attractiveness of the event.
However, you can still get inspired by what has been done before, such as choreographed dance, singing, acting on a
scenario, miming, world record, freeze flash mob, etc. (see here for more details)
Participation. Get people involved through different channels, such as social networks, e-mail, phone, word of mouth.
Contact your network of people and partner organisations' networks – or even strangers that have a strong relation with
what you do.
Finish. Once the flash mob event is over, ask the participants to not sit around and talk or to start talking to the crowd.
They need to mingle back with the crowd and leave as if nothing ever took place.
Meeting point. Establish a clear meeting point for before and after the flash mob.
Back-up. Make sure you have a plan B, in case something goes wrong – participants may not show up, location may be
unavailable at the set time, devices may not work, people's reaction might be unexpected, police might show up, etc.
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FILM SCREENINGS
There are lots of movies and cartoons regarding climate change. Showing a
film about this topic can be one of the easiest ways of reaching your target
group. It will also encourage the participants to discuss what they saw and
share their opinion.
You can find examples of the films here.
Cartoons:
- The Animals Save the Planet
- The Man
- CO2 Footprint
- The Lorax
Find a venue for the movie screening: it can be an office of your or some other NGO,
local youth club or even a cafe.
Prepare the needed materials: projector, screen, speakers.
Obtain the movie and ask the moviemakers for the permission to show the movie for a
small public.
Promote the film by printing out posters with the date and place of the screening.
Specify the target group of the film.
Before the beginning of the screening, make a short introduction about the film and the
aim of this meeting.
After the end of the movie, organise a discussion with the group. To make the
communication easier, prepare some questions in advance or think of some interactive
activity which can also serve as an ice-breaking activity.
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EXCHANGE
FOR CHANGE
We all have things we do not want, like clothes that do not suit us anymore
or films we do not watch. But we know that “one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure”. Most probably your friends would be interested in the
things that you do not need.
You can organise a swap party and exchange some old or not needed
things with other people. This way you will also protect the environment,
saving precious resources by giving things a new life rather than just
throwing it away.
Share the idea among your friends, workmates, neighbours.
Create the “Exchange for Change” corner in your class, office, house etc.
Check your house for things that you do not use anymore.
Bring them to the Exchange Corner or organise a swap party.
Start the Exchange for Change in your community.
Spread the word, promote your action.
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SHORT VIDEOS
You can prepare short videos about the different recognisable effects of climate
change as a presentation of the local reality. You can include the explanation of
policies the government uses to fight climate change. You can also organise a short
video competition, a public video screening or share the video in the social media.
Guidelines for shooting the video:
- Choose the topics and the places you want to film.
- Gather a filming team - ask somebody experienced with movie shooting to help you
check if you have all needed equipment - for example a camera, a tripod and a
microphone.
- Edit your video by using movie editor softwares (for example: Windows Movie
Maker), add music, subtitles if it is not in English, etc.
Technical tips for shooting:
- Before you start filming, put the camera on the tripod and set the frame.
- While recording for example an interview, don’t touch the camera while filming try
to keep the frame on the face/half body of the person you interview.
- The person who asks questions should not be in the frame.
- The interviewed person shouldn’t be too far from the camera, ideally 1,5 meters far
(the normal speaking distance).
- Limit background and outside noises and wind.
- Film a variety of shoots people in action, the place, landscape, details of the
surroundings, etc.
- Concentrate on details, materials and their textures, shoot when it’s sunny and be in a
good mood, play with the composition, take it as a game, try to have fun.
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BIKE RIDES

Why not spread a message while cycling?
Invite as many bike lovers as possible to join your activity in order to make a big
impression.
You need to have a clear message to transmit to the people that will see the activity as
outsiders.
You can make some banners or materials like t-shirts that send a message to the viewer.
Choose the street where you want to organise the bike ride in order to have more
visibility.
And don’t forget to enjoy the ride!
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QUIZ ACTIVITIES
A quiz activity is a very good way to make people aware and give them a
good insight into a topic. A quiz activity encourages interaction which
means keeping the interest alive.
Topic of the quiz - since the issue of climate change is so broad you will have to choose
the aspect which is relevant to your community. For example it can be:
- an introduction to the topic,
- a quiz about climate justice,
- the impact of dirty energy on climate change,
- the impact of climate change on people’s lifestyle, etc.
Know the level of your target group – you should know approximately the level of
knowledge of the participants and adjust the questions according to it. It wouldn’t be wise
to ask hard questions on specific terms (market based solutions for climate, Durban
Platform, INDC...etc) if they are not experienced with the climate change topic.
Make a research – and prepare the questions in a way which is understandable and
interesting.
Groups – divide participants in several group (they can choose with whom to be in the
group or you can decide) in order to make the activity more interesting and encourage
team spirit.
Motivate them – it can be motivating and give the spirit of a competition to have some
prizes for the winning team but also for other participants.
Make the quiz questions available online so that everyone can use it.

YEE Climate Campaign

18

